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BAR TON BOOTH, Eq; 
a; : | | | | ? i ; 1 | . 74 
Wo ARTON BOOTH, the 
late Excellent Tragedian, 
was born in the Year 168 7, 
and was Son to John Booth, 
Eſq; nearly related ro Booth 


Earl of Warrington, an an- 
tient Family, and long ſeat- - 


c 


: 
„ 


Y M 
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* ed in the County of Lancafter; and tho! 
| Mr. Booth's Father was of an elder Branch, 
| yet, either by Misfortune or Miſmanagemefr, 


his Eſtate was ſo much impair'd, that he 
| was oblig'd to quit his rural Life, the better 
| to provide for himſelf and Children. About 

23 A 2 the 


* 


4 The Life and Character of 
tze Year 1684, be brought his Family to 
* + London, and took a Houſe in Weftminfer, | 
where he liv'd with Decency and Credit, 
and by his Intereſt ſoon got Employments 

for his two eldeſt Sons. 
Mr. Barton Booth being the youngeſt, was 
put to Weſtminſter-School, in the ninth Lear 
of his Age, under the Care of Dr. Busby, 1 
who, at firſt, excepted againſt him, as be- 
ing too young; but finding him a Boy of a 
forward Genius, he was not only admitted, 
but ſoon became a Favourite, Mr, Mait- 
ae, a Gentleman now living, was at. 
that time an Uſher in the School, and re- 
members Mr. Booth in the Fourth Form, in 
the Year 1693: This Gentleman ſays; He 
was a good Scholar, and well acquainted with — 
' the Claſſics, particularly with his belov'd _* 
Horace; and that he had then a very great 
Affection for Poetry, and delighted in repeat- 
ing Parts of Plays and Poems; in all which 
4 he diſcover'd a very promiſing Genius for 
£ the Stage. But Mr. Boorh's firſt Encourage- 
ment in Acting came from his Mafter, 
| that celebrated. Speaker, Dr. Busby, at the 
 Rehcarſals of a Latin Play, ated at that 3 
School, in which he perform'd with general! 
The following Lines are Part of a Prologue 
ſpoke within cheſe Seven Years at Heftminfter- 


— 22 — — — 
- 
* 


| School, which will evidently difcover their 
HB high Eſteem for Mr. Booth, as an Actor and 
| Schoolfellow. bs: Your 


4 


his Father's Peſign of devoting him to the 


BaxToN poor lh. 


Your Antique Aclors, as we read, 
No more than Antichs were indeed: | 
With wide-mouth'd MasRs their Babes to frige, 
They kept the Countenance from $ ight. 

New Faces on the Stage are ſhown ; 

Nor fpeak they with their Tongues alone, 

But in edch Look a Force there hes, 

That ſpeaks the Paſſion to the Eyes. 

Say then, which beft deſerves our Pra: ſe, 

The Vizard, or the Human Face? © 
Old Roſcius to our BooT H muſt bow, 


'Twas then but Art, tis Nature now, ah 


. 


But to return: Dr. Busby dying in the 
Vear 1695, was ſucceeded by Dr. Knipe, 


who took the * Notice of Mr. Booth as | 


his Predeceſſor had done, and diſtinguiſh'd- 
him for the fame remarkable Qualities. 
Mr. Booth was at that time delign'd for the 


Univerſity, and the Study of Divinity; but 


as he had receiv d ſuch early Praiſes of his 
blooming Qualifications for an Actor, and 
that from Perſons of ſuch Importance, tis 
not to be wonder d at, that his Inclination led 


him to the Stage. 


To purſue that Inclination, and to prevent 


Service of the Church, he left Feftminfter- 
School at Seventeen Years of Age, without 


| the Knowledge of his Friends, and went <0 | 


＋ reland 


* 


TT” 


e 25 Obaracke- FL 


5 Treland t to make his Application to the Tbe⸗ 
atre at Dublin, where be was well receiv'd 
by Mr. Asbury, who was then Maſter of the 


a celebrated Actor on that Stage. | 


with his Situation, he return'd to England in 
the Year 1701, and apply'd himſelf to the 


4 1 to the Prince of Denmark, who recommend- 

"WY: x ed him to Mr. Betterton as a very promiſing 
Genius. 

Mr. Booth gain'd the good Opinion of 

chat great Maſter of the Theatre, at their 

firſt meeting; not only by his Manner of 


- 


Speaking, but by that 
© Defire to be inſtructed. The Part of Maxi- 
mus in Valentinian; was choſe: for his firſt 
Appearance: Mr. Veròruggen play'd the 
Part of Valentinian; Mr. Betterton, Etius 
. Mrs. Barry, Lucina; &c. There never was 
ſuch general Applauſe. expreſs d by an Au- 


dience, as what was given to Mr. Booth on 
that Occaſion: 


| bon, n his Part with a Judgment 


* equal 


Company: There he firſt met with his Co- 
temporary, the late Mr. Wills, who was chen 


He remain'd there Two Years, and ac- 
quir'd the Reputation of a very good Player; 
but being, on many Accounts, diſſatisfied 


Lord Fitzharding, a Lord of the Bedchamber 


good Senſe with 
which he acknowledg'd his Errors, and his 


The Parts beforemention'd 
were admirably perform'd; but that was 
| What the Audience expected; the Surprize 
was, to ſee a young Man, graceful of Per- 
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BAATON Boorn, I 


— to that of the oldeſt Actors, and 1} 
ing with a Harmony __ to himſelf. 
Soon after, Mr. brought his firſt 
Play to the Houſe, call'd, The © Ambitious 
3 Bo Stepmotbe ; and gave the Part of Artaban, a 
principal Character, to his Friend andSchool- 
fellow Mr. Bob, by which he gain'd an uni- 
' - _ verſal Reputation. 

In the Year:1704, he married Mrs. Frances 

. _ Barkham,. Second Daughter to Sir Villiam 

©  Barkham, Bart. of Rs who died i in 1 7 = 
EY | 3 Iſſue. | 
5 About two Vears after, Mr. Alliſon S T ra- 
gedy was brought to the Houſe, and the 
4 5 art of Cato given to Mr. Booth by two of 

| bis Maſters, who were Acting Managers. 
$ Could they have foreſeen the uncommon 
15 Succeſs of chat Play, and the Conſequence 
. 4 that attended Mr. Booth's large Share in it, 
I believe their Intereſt, as well as their jea- 
lous Love of Fame, would have prevented 
the Gift. This Play was acted five and 
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| | | twenty Nights ſucceſſively. The Part of 
By Cato greatly augmented Mr. Bootb's Intereſt; 
With his Reputation, and procur'd him the 


Fer Favour and Service of the Lord 

ullingbroke, then Secretary of State, who, 
Within a Year after, as a Reward for fo 

wy much ſingular Merit, got him added to the 

Number of the Managers, by procuring him 

rt © a ſpecial, LEE: from he late e MM 
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The Life and Character e 
Amongſt the many Compl | 


from an unknown Hand) have ſomething 
elegant and uncommon in the Thought, 

truly Epigrammatick in the Turn of Ex- 
preſſion. IR „ 


Cato, à lonely Spirit long had been, 

Aereal, and unbodied never feen; 
Hover d oer States, oer Theatres; but then 
Still found, or ſerwle, ar unequal Men. 
The Briton Booth the Genius did receive, 
Took home the Soul, and made our Cato live. 


\ 


The great Advantage which was viven 


Mr. Booth on this Occaſion, by bringing 


him into the Management with Mr. Wi/#s, 
Mr. Cibber, and Mr. Degget, ſo much diſ- 
guſted the laſt-nam'd famous Comedian, that 
he left the Stage forthwith, and play'd but 
twice, ſome Years afrer, at the particular 
Command of the late King. 

Mr. Booth being thus ſettled in the Ma- 
nagement of the Theatre, I can meet with 


no remarkable Obſervation, during the In- 
terval of Seven Years, but his Amour wich 
the late Mrs. Montfort; and I ſhould be in- 


clin'd to leave this Circumſtance beneath 


that friendly Veil, which Humanity dire&s 


us to throw over the Failings of the Dead, 


iments that were 
made Mr, Booth on his playing Caro, I think | 
the following Lines (chat came at that time. 


if 
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„ ſome time paſt de 
4 Barton Booth, of the Pariſh of St. Giles 
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BARTON BOOTH, Hi: 
if Juſtice due to the Memory of my Friend 
did not compel me to clear him from ſome 


baſe Aſperſions, which have been caſt on him, 


even fince his Death, in relation to this Af- 
fair. The Falſhoods I mean; are, That 
Mr. Booth not only injur'd Mrs. Monntfort in 
her Love, but her Fortune; which Uſage 
occaſion'd her unhappy Cataſtrophe. To 
theſe I can reply with Truth, That Edward 
Min, Eſq; was his Rival and Succeſſor in 


her Affection (Mrs. Mountfort cohabiting with 


him at his Houſe in Pallmall, above a Year 
before Mr. Booth's Marriage) and, to her ve- 
ty great Misfortune, became the Guardian 
of her Money; for, at the Diſcovery of their 
Intimacy, Mr. Booth deliver'd up her Effects, 
in the Year 1718, as is fully teſt fied by the 
following Diſcharge, fign'd by Mrs: Mountfort, 
in the Preſence. of Mr. Minſbull, and ma- 
ny Witneſſes, ſome of whom are now liv- 


$4 
„ \X7 HEREAS I Suſanna Mountfort, 
6 VF. of. the Pariſh of St. Giles, in the 


« County of Middleſex; Singlewoman, did 
poſite in the Hands of 


in the Fields, in the ſaid County of Middle- 
« ſex, Gent. ſeveral Exchequer and Bank Bills, 
„ amounting in value to the Sum of Three 
« Thouſand and Two Hundred Pounds: 
* Now know all Men by theſe Preſents, That 
WAS, B > - 


The Life and Chavatter of 
„He the ſaid Barren Biorb hath this Day 


„ deliver'd unto Me the ſaid Suſannab 


« Mountfort, all and every of the ſame Ex- 
chequer and Bank Bills, ſo by me formerly 
depoſited with him the ſaid Barton Booth, 
as aforeſaid; and that the ſame now are 
of the full Value of Three Thouſand and 
Two Hundred Pounds; the Receipt of all 
and every of which ſaid ſeveral Exchequer 
and Bank Bills I do hereby acknowledge, 
and thereof, and therefrom, and from each, 
every, Or a 1 and all of them, do hereby 
for my Self, my Executors, and Admi- 
niſtrators, acquit, releaſe, and for ever 
diſcharge the laid Barron Booth, his Exe- 
cutors and Adminiſtrators, -by- theſe Pre- 
ſents, And I the faid Suſanna Mount- 
fort, do hereby declare that I am ful 

contented and ſatisfied with ſuch Rede- 
livery of the ſaid Bills, and do releaſe 
all Claim which I might or could have 
« or demand of, or from the ſaid Barton 


2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 AAA 


« Booth, his Executors or Adminiſtrators, 


% by means or reaſon of my depoſiting the 


&« ſaid Bills in the Hands of the ſaid Barton 
& Booth, as aforeſaid, and of all other Mat- 
« ters or Things whatſoever. In Witneſs 


„ whereof, 1 the ſaid Suſanna Mount * 
* have hereunto ſet my Hand and 
„ chis Twenty Firſt Day of June, =, 


« Domini 1718, and in the Fourth Year of 


4 the Reign of our Se Lord George, 


"09 by 


* — ul... 


Ses 


BARTON Booth, Eſa; 


« by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, 
« France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
4 the Faith, Cc. 5 5 


SUSANNA Mou x TFORT. 


Sealed and Delivered, (being firſt duly 


Stamped) in the Preſence of 


Eduard Minſhull, 
FJobn Bickerſtaffe, 
Samuel Wrexham, 
Jobn Harriſon, 

Robert Dowling, © 

Thomas Bambridge. 


In the Year 1714, in the State-Lottery, 
Mr. Booth and Mrs. Mountfort had each of 
them the ſame Number of Tickers, which 
inclin'd them to agree to ſhare their For- 


tune together. A Prize of 5000 Pounds came 
up to one of Mrs. Mountfort's Numbers; 


and tho' Mr. Booth was very much perſuaded 
by ſome of his Friends, who were Witneſſes 


.to the Agreement, to demand the Half of 


that large Sum; yet he never could be pre- 
vail'd on to do it, but excus'd himſelf by 
ſaying, their Agreement was only Verbal, 
and ſince it was her own good Fortune, ſhe 
ſhould enjoy it all. The Truth of this Cir- 


cCumſtance can be atteſted by Mr. Wrexham 


the Mercer, in Taviſtock-Street, who bought 
the Tickets. 
> B 2 I forbear 


* — 
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Iz The Life and Charatter of 
1 forbear to mention the. Misfortunes that 
attended that unhappy Woman, eccafion'd 


by her Conduct, which firſt - bred a Diffe- 
rence and Separation between them, and 
ſoon after brought on her Death; and ſhall 
conclude with this Obſervation, That in- 


jur'd Perſons are generally irritated by too 


much Revenge to give proper Diſcharges, at 
leaſt, - without the Conviction of - Juſtice ; 
and that theſe Falſhoods were rais'd by the 
Propagators of Scandal and Calumny, with- 
out the Foundation of Truth from either 
Party. . 


In the Year 1719, Mr. Booth married 


Mrs. Heſter Santlow, his preſent Widow and 

Executrix: This was a happy and fortunate 
Marriage to him, which he expreſs'd by the 
Overflowings of his grateful Heart on all 


Occaſions: That conjugal Friendſhip which 
he has finely deſcrib'd in his Digreſſion in 


the Firſt Ode from Horace, is nothing more 


than a juſt Repreſentation of what he had fo 
ſtrongly experienc'd himſelf, This Domeſtick 
Harmony qualified him at all times to re- 
ceive his Friends with Pleaſure, and prov'd 
an uncommon Inducement to them to be 


more frequent in their Viſits. 


* Thus he. remain'd in the full Poſſeſſion of 
all the Felicities that Human Nature could 


enjoy, zill the fatal Year 1727; when he 


was ſciz d with a violent Fever, which con- 


an tinu'd 
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BARTONBOOTH, Zq; 13 
tinu'd on him 46 Days without Intermiſſion. | 
He was attended by Dr. Broxham, and 
Dr. Friend; and in all that time, it was ve- 
. remarkable, he was delirious but two 
Nights and one Day: I thought it proper 
to take notice of this Circumſtance, to ob- 
viate a falſe Report, viz. that He was out 
of bis Senſes during the whole time of his Ill- 
neſs. 
F FA return'd to the Theatre (to the great 
Joy of the Town) the next Seaſon, which 
was his Bane, being unequal in Strength to 
the laborious Buſineſs of the Stage. Howe- 
ver he play'd ſeveral principal Characters, 
and continu'd in the Revival of Henry the 
Eighth; which was play'd a great Number of 
Nights ſucceſſively, on the Account of their 


—— Majeſties Coronation, a pompous 


epreſentation of which Ceremony was in- 
troduc'd into that Play. After this he re- 
hears'd the Part of Julio, in a Play call'd 
The Diſtreſs'd Lovers, which is ſaid to have 
been written by the famous Jhakeſpeare, and 
was compleated from an old Manuſcripr, 
and brought on the Stage by Mr. Theobald. 
When the Actors were all perfect in their ſe- 
veral Parts, and the Piece juſt in Readineſs 
to be given to the Publick, Mr. Booth was 
unfortunately confin'd by a Relapſe, and his 
Fever was ſo violent, that his Part was ſup- 
plied two or three Nights by the late 
Mr. William; but being ſolicited by 
Fr Mr. T hbeobald 


14 The Life and Characten of 


Mr. Theobald to return, if poſſible, for the 
Good of his Play, his Good-nature made 
him diſregard his Indiſpofition, and prevail'd 
on him to perform it himfelf from the 
Fifth Night to the Twelfth, which was the 
laſt of his Appearance on the Stage. 

Mr. Booth ſent again for Dr. Broxham ; 
who, after ſome few Days call'd in Dr. Friend 
to his Aſſiſtance; to whom Dr. Colebatch was 


likewiſe added. Theſe three Phyſicians at- 


tended him conſtantly for a conſiderable 


time; and, after long Application, they per- 


ceiv'd his Fever to be turn'd into an inveterate 
Jaundice. 

Upon this Diſcovery Dr. Mead was ſent 
for; and in April 1929, by that Gentle- 


man's Direction, Mr. Booth went to Bath, 


where he remain'd Eleven Weeks, and re- 
turn'd to Town without finding any Bene- 


fit. He remain'd in London Three Weeks, 


and fanſy ing the Sea-Sickneſs might prove a 


Cure for his Jaundice, he embarqu'd in a 


Packet-Boat, with Mrs. Booth, for Oftend; from 
thence he went through Flanders to Antwerp ; 
deſigning to make the Tour of Holland, to 
conſult with Dr. Boerbaave, who had before 
been acquainted with his Caſe: But his Fe- 
ver returning ſo faſt, and ſo ſeverely upon 
him (compelling him as he travell'd to keep 
his Bed every other Day) he was oblig'd to 
alter his Reſolution, and return the neareſt 
way to England. 


Here 
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; lieve, to his chewing 
Practice he then enter d upon by the Ad- 


Occaſion, 


Here he continu'd a conſiderable time in 
a very ſevere and dangerous Condition, be- 
ing under a conſtant Viſitation of violent 
Fevers, attended with tormenting Colicks. 

In the Year 1731, Mr. Booth took Lady 
Manſell's Houſe: at Hampſttad, Where his 
Fever very much abated, and he ſoon be- 
came capable of receiving a Pleaſure from 


the Viſits of his Friends: From this time 


he continu'd apparently mending every Day, 
which may be principally attributed, I be- 
| chew! Rhubarb, which 


vice of Mr. Small the: Surgeon, and which 
he afterward. continu'd with very great Suc- 
ceſs. This happy . Alteration flatter'd his 
Friends, as well as himſelf, with the Hopes 
of ſeeing him once more on the Stage. 
The following Ode was wrote on that 
by a Gentleman whom I have 
1 as his Tutor at Weſiminſter- 
chool, 
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a 0 +: : © 
On Mr. BooTHn's Recovery. 


By Mr. AA ITT TA TR E. 


UALEM magiſtrum vocis, & arbitrum 


Ceſtus boneſti (cui meritum decus 
Et hiſtriones in Latinos 
Ars perperit ſua pri ncipatum) 
Romana vidit natio Roſcium, 
Mentes potentem flectere, plaufibus 
Diſrupta cum plebis patrumque 
Undique conſtreperent theatra; 
Qualemve pridem gens, Ttald haud minor, 
Ne Roſcio ipſi cedere credidit 
Britanna Bettertonum (in ore 
Tanta aderat gravitas venuſto) ; 
His te magiſtris voce pari, part, 


 BARTONE, geſtu ſepius æmulum, 


Fultum Sophocleo cothurno, 
Vidimus, auditmus flupentes : 


BARTON Boorh, Eſq; 
Sive ore pleno rite ſonantia 
Pronunciares verba poeſeos 
Shakeſperiane, five atrocem ; 
Indueres animum Catonis. 
Olim locutum fic Periclem puto, 
Moviſſe mentes fic popularium ; 
Seu ci vicos ſedare motus, 
Seu reſides populos ad arma 
Crere, . fixts intus aculeis, 
Vellet, loquele callidus artifex ; 
* Audiveris quem fi loguentem, 
Credideris micuiſſe fulgur. 
Te morbus ex quo corripuit gravis, 
BARTONE, meorens, auſpiciis tuis 
 Nudata, ſordet ſcena: qua te 
Stante ſtat, utque cadit cadente. 
Noſtris ſevere Muſa tragedie 
Diu theatris abfuit : in vicem 
Venere deriſor Latinus, 
Et Thymele, tremulique mimi. 
ygeia tandem Mercurialium 
uftos virorum te vetuit mort, 
Inſtante fato : ſþemque vite 
Blanda dedit tibi longioris. 
Tu, ſeu loguaris, ſeu quid agas, places; 
ulcere ſenſus tu potes : intimi 
Et expedis cordis receſſus 


give Per wvarius tua victor arma. 
A | <0 Plau- 


um 
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The Life and Character bf 
Plaudens theatrum te revocat : prece 
Te * Danus ambit ſollicitd; ſuam, 
Te + Maurus, ut demum imminutan 
Reſtituas ſibi digmtatem. | 

Plaudit theatrum ; parce tamen nimis 
Vitam theatri credere plaufibus : 
Rurſus redonatam theatrum, 

Ni caveas, rapiet ſalutem. 
Hamlet Prince of Denmark. 4 The Moor of Venice. 


But, alas! his fatal Enemy was, by this Suſ- 
penſion, only recruiting new Force; for, 


near fix Months before he died, he had a 
violent periodical Colick, which return'd on 
him once a Month, and ſo fatigu'd and har- 


raſs'd him, that he could not recover from 


one Attack before the Approach of another. 
About the middle of laſt March his Co- 


licks began to be attended with an Intermit- 
ting-Fever. On the 22d of April his Fe- 
vers left him; after which he ſeem'd once | 
more to think of recovering. But on Twe/- | 
day the 8th of May following, he was ſeiz 


: 
4 
o 
* 


with his laſt fatal Illneſs, a ſatisfactory and 


curious Account of which is hereafter an- 


nex d, as it was drawn up by Mr. Small, who | 


open'd the Body; all I ſhall fay therefore is, 
that on Thurſday the 1oth of May he ex- 
pir'd, being fenfible to the laſt of violent 


Torture in his Bowels, which he continued 


making Signs of ſome Hours after he was 
ſpeechleſs. | The 


, 1 BOOT H, Eg, 19 
| e fame Day his Body was open'd in 
the Preſence of Sir Hans Shan, by Mr. Small, 
who gives the following Account, viz. 
The CASE of Mr, BOO TH. 

2 H E abſolute Neceſſity of attend | 
—_— | ſome Buſineſs in 'T 4 wy this ad. | 
ug Suſ- BW Villages, has prevented my tranſmit- | 
z for, ting tO you ſooner, what was obſerv'd in the 
had a Opening of the Body of the late Mr. Booth; | 
ad on and What Quantity, (as you defire to be in- ö 
1d har- form g) of crude Mercury he had taken, by 
r from Dr. D——r's Advice; with the particular 
other. | Circumſtances that attended it, which I have | 
is Co- | PRE PESeUT d you, from Mrs. Booth's Rela- { 
termic- | PPM . 27 | l 
his Fe- re vi KA | 
d once | May 3. Mr. Booth being apprehenfive of 


n Tueſ- a Return of an Intermitting Fever, which 1 


1s ſeiz | about ten or twelve Days before had left him ö 
ory and by the Uſe of the Cortex, he was reſolv'd, jp 
. after reading Dr. D——-'s Book. of Crude | 
all, who | Mercury, and fearing the Return of his Fe- 


refore is, 


yer, to take the Doctor's Advice: He ac- 


cordingly ſent for him, and from the En- 


on 


he ex- b | 
violent ouragement he gave him, That it would | 
onkinucd | r uy prevent "the Betura of "bes Fever, þ 
che was but cfe@fually cure lig of all bis Complaints, 1 

= | 'The —— | C 2 , 
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The Life and Character of 


on the Day following he began the Mer- 
curial Courſe, as directed, and ſo punctually 
follow'd thoſe Directions, that he had taken 
within two Ounces, two Pounds weight by 
Tueſday May the Eighth, at which Time 
he began to complain of a very great Pain 
on the-forepart of his Head, and as great in 
his Bowels alſo, with a univerſal Uneafi- 
neſs of his Body, inſomuch that he could 
not remain one Moment in the ſame Po- 
ſture. | | 
This continued till the next Day, when 
he ſtill hoped his Mercurial Courſe would 
have the promiſed Effects; but Mrs. Booth 
apprehending the ill Conſequences, ſent away 
for Sir Hans Sloan, who, for the Relief of 
his Head, order'd nine Ounces of Blood to 
be drawn from the Jugular. Plaiſters alſo 
pro Plantis Pedum, ex Emp. Cephal. cum Eu- 
pborbio. Having had no Paſſage, the follow- 
ing purging Draught, | 


R Pil. Ruff. 3 ſs. Ag. Lact. Alex. E . 


\ 
| 


m. f. potzo quam primum ſumenda & on” | 


tatur vj! quaque hora donec Alvus foluta 
fuerit. | 


This proving ineffectual, the following 
Glyſter, 


R Decoct. com. pro. Glyſt. 3 x. Eleft. Le- 


nit. 3 i. Syr. de Spin. Cerv, 3 i fs. m. f. 


Enems | 


| 
| 


A 


Mer- 

nally 

aken 

T by 
Time 
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at in 
neaſi- 
could 
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when 
vould 


Booth 
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ii. 
5 r e- 
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lowing, 


ff . Le- | 
. m. f. | 
Enema | 
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Enema injiciendum hora ſexta Veſper- 
tina fi Alous non fuerif prius ſ6- 
_ == Pb 


In the Evening, finding him faint and 
diſpirited, this cordial Mixture was preſerib'd 
for him, (ci) | | 


R Ag. Lad. Alex. Menth. i 3 iv. Conf. Ra- 
leigh 3 i. Alkerm. ſ. o. 3 ii. Ag. Ste- 
Phan. 3 ii. Hr. Caryoph. 3 ili. Shir. La- 
vend. C. 3 ii. M. Capiat. Cochl. W, Sta- 
tim & in languoribus repetatur. 


Pergat in Uſu ultimo praſeript. 


Maii 9 1733. for Mr. Both, H. S. 

The next D 5 the Head-ach ſtill continu- 
ing, an Epihafick was laid all over the Scahp, 
and this Emulſion preſcribed to obviate a 
Strangury, VIZ. 


R Amynd. dul. Decoct. No. xii. ſem. 4. V. 

Maj. I ſs. Contuſis affunde Decoct. Hord. 
Ib ii. & f. Emulſio cui adde Syr. de Al- 
thea 5 i. & bibat hujus copigſe & fre- 
G.... | 


Mai x® 1733. for Mr, Booth, E. S. 


In 
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| In the Evening, bis Coftivenels” ſtill 


3 tinuing, and the Symptoms increa the - 
following, which were the laſt. * . ; 


R Lad. Vatim rac. x. Tereb, Ven. 3 
Ol. Chamomel 5 ii. Or. de Spm. 
Z i is. m. f. Enema injiciendum quam 
primum. __ 


| u 01 Ad Dul.Syr. Viol. Ekel Lenit 


A ; 6. for. Sup 3 ii. Sper. Ceti 
. cand. q. ſ. m. f. Lacie Ge. 


ö 8 Cock... 17. 3 po hora ſuper . end 
Haut. Emu If. praferipte. A 


| R Sprr. Lavand. Sol. vel, OL 3 3 fi. m. 
5 , Fapiat. gut. xxx. cum quis Poti. %. 


* Mai x? 1733. for Mr. Bautz, * 3 
It was on this Day that Mr. s died. 


Mrs. Booth ſays, he made no new Com- 
plaints till May the Eighth, nor had he ; 
voided any of the Mercury before that Day. | 

The Method of looking out for which, ww 
was by diluting the Exerements in the Bed- 68 
pan he made uſe of, with ſuch Quantity of wh 

Water that the Fæces run out at the hollow 
of the Handle, whilſt the Mercury ſubſided neſs 
to the Bottom of the Pan; the whole Quan- BY, 


fir of which thus collected, with hers 2 


— — — — 
— — —— —f-— 


— —Zàvñ—3—— — 


— — 
As 


Whole Tract of the 


© 2. 


BARTON Booth, EN 
Her'd to the Pan, . to be about half 
a Pound weight, 


His Body was open'd in the Preſence of 


| good Order, neither 
hard nor livid, but ſomewhat larger than 


Sir Hans Shan. 
His Liver was in very 


uſual. 
The Gall Bladder ſix Times bigger than 


What is n obſerved, and filled with 
Bile. 
In the Ductus Choledochus was found a Gall 


Stone of the Size and Shape of a HorſeBean, 
which had ſo entirely ſtopt the Bile from paſ- 
ſing into the Duadenum, that not the leaſt Ap- 
pearance thereof c Id be obſerved in the 
Fejrines. 

There were five ſmaller Gall Stones found 


in the YVefice Fellis. 


I endeavour'd to divide the Rectum and tie 


it, but it was ſo rotten that it broke between 
my Fingers like Tinder, and ſent Teeth att 


offenſive cadaverous Stench. 

The Rectum, with the other Inteſtines, 
were ript up with a Pair of Sciſſars, in which 
was found very little Excre but the 
whole Tract on the inſide, lind with Crude 
Mercury divided in Globules, about the Big- 
neſs of Pins Heads. 

The Infide of the Inteftines was not glaz'd 
over with the Mercury, as you had been told, 
for they were as black as your Hat, and fo 

rotten 


| 23 


” 
— — — — Eumm s — * 


„ 


The Life and Character of 
rotten, that they would not endure the leaft 
ſtraining without breaking in pieces. 


Jam, Sir, 
Ver- Buildings, - W ith the reate Reſpect 
May 31, 8 f Ip s 
1733+ 


Your moſt humble S ervant, 
Alex. Small. 


N. B. There was no Fault in any Part 
of his Body, but what is here men- 
tion d. . yas 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Mr. Boeth had labour d many Years under 
an obſtinate Jaundice, for which he had in- 
effectually proſecuted many Courſes of Me- 
dicine, and had, by the Advice of his Phy- 
ſician, been ſalivated for the Space of a 
Month, in each Day of which he ſpit at the 
leaſt three Pints, oftner two Quarts, but with 

no good Effect. 
The laſt Remedy, before this fatal Illneſs, 
he took, was Rhubarb, of which be chew'd 
each Day, for near the Space of two Vears, 
at leaſt three Drams; the Effect of which 
was, that he purged Eighteen, ſometimes 


9 Times, in every Twenty four Hours, 
without 


IUlneſs, 
chew' d 
Vears, 

which 
netimes 
Hours, 
without 


BARTON BOOT H, E/; 


leſh, growing Fat, and remaining in this 
opeful Way till about a Month before he 
died, then he relaps'd into his Jaundice, at- 
ended with an Intermitting Fever, the laſt 
pf which he recover'd from by the Uſe of 
the Cortex, as has been hinted before. 


On the Thur/day Morning following, his 

orps was carried from his Houſe in Charles- 
Street, Covent-Garden, to Cowley Church 
ear Uxbridge, attended by fix Gentlemen 
ho ſupported the Pall; and there privately 
buried, purſuant to his laſt Will, which he 
wrote two Years before his Death, and is as 
ollows, | 


H O LLY reſign'd, and ſubmitting 
to the Will of God, I Barton Booth, 
© of the Pariſh of St. Paul, Covent-Garden, 
do make and ordain this my laſt Will and 
Teſtament, as follows: I bequeath to 
Chriſtian Hannah the Sum of Five Pounds, 
an old Servant to my Father. 
% All and ſingular my Eſtate, as well 
Real as Perſonal, Ready-Money, Bonds, 


Notes, Plate, Jewels, Goods and Chat- 


tels of what kind or nature ſoever, I give 
and bequeath abſolutely ro my deareſt and 


well-beloved Wife, Heſter Booth, her Heirs, 


D «© Execu- 


without being any ways diſpirited thereby; 
by which Method the Jaundice entirely va- 
ſh'd, and he recover'd his Strength and- 
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Exeeutors, and Aſſigns for ever; and I a 
point and conſtitute my ſaid Wife, Heſter 
“ "Booth, full and fole- Executrix of this 

my laſt Will and Teſtament, hereby re- 
| | « voking and making void all other Wills hy 

| „ me made, T | 995611 

| * It js my earneſt Defire to be buried 

e privately, without Oſtentation, Hatchment, 
| « Eſcutcheon, &c, in Cowley Church near 
> * Uxbrigge. | 

7 As I have been a Man much known 

and talk'd of, my not leaving Legacies to | 

| * my Relations may give en to cenſo- | 
| « rious People to reflect upon my Conduct 

« in this latter Act of my Life; therefore I | 

« think it neceſſary to declare, that I have 

e conlider'd my Circymſtanecs, and finding, | 

e upon a ſtrict Examination, that all I am 

1 | c now poſſeſs d of does not amount to two 

7 . Thirds of the Fortune my faid Wifc 

e brought me an the Day of our Marriage, 

« togerher with the yearly Additions and 

« Advantages fince ariſing from her labo- 

« xious Employment upon the Stage, during 

„ twelye Years paſt, I thought myſelf beund $ 

« by Honeſty, Honour, and Gratitude, duc 

t her. conſtant Affection, not ta give away 

Vany Part of the Remainder of her For- 

ö * tune at my Death, having already beſtow'd 

[ in free Gifts upan my Siſter, Barbara 

8 * Regers, upwards of 1300 Pounds, out 

ö * my He's Swhftance ; and full 400 Pounds 


* of 


_—_ —— 


* 
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* of her Money upon my undeſervlng Bro- 
« ther, Gevrge Booth (beſides the Gifrs they 
© receiv'd before my Marriage) and all theſe 
% Benefits were conferr d on my ſuid Brother 
* and Siſter, from Time to Time, at the tar- 
* theft Solicitation of my Wife, who was per- 
te petually intreating me to continue the Allows 
& antes 1 gave ny Relations before my Mar- 
* ridge. The inhuman Return that has 
ee been made my Wife for theſe Obligations, 
« by my Siſter, -I forbear to mention: Once 
© more renouncing and making void all for- 
« mer Wills, 1 declare this preſent Teſta- 
« ment to be my true and laſt Will. In 
« witneſs whereof I have hefeunts ſet my 
* Hand and Seal this Second Day of June, 


* Aunb Domini One Thouſahd Seven Hun- 


*« dred Thirty and One; and in the Fourth 
*© Year of the Reign of out Sovereign Lord 
King George the Second, St. all written 
* with my own Hand. | 
Signed, ſealed, publiſbed and declared b 

415 772 Babe Booth, as ad 


Fir bis laſt Will aud Ther and in 
the Preſence of us, who ſubſcribed our 


* \Names as Witneſſes thereto, in the Pre- 


' ſefice of the ſaid Teſtater. 


Henry Kirby, 
J. Batkerville, = 
D 3 Mr. Booth. 


— , — m! mm. ̃AVN . I EEE EEE — 


47 


* . 


The Life and Character of 
Mr. Booth's Merit, as an Actor, was of late 
Years unrivall'd, and even ſo extraordina- 
ry as to be almoſt beyond the Reach of 
Envy, He was of a Form altogether 
Graceful, accompanied with an Air that 
gave the higheſt Dignity to all his Ge- 
ſtures. His Face had a manly Sweetneſs; 
0 and his Features were ſo happily turn'd, as 
1 to be able to expreſs the rougheſt Paſſions, 
ih without lofing any thing of the Agreeable- 
) neſs. of his Countenance. His Voice had 
great Strength in it, and a Tone uncommon- 
| y- muſical. His Articulation was ſo ex- 
_ ceedingly diſtin& and clear, that he could be 
| heard to the fartheſt Part of the Theatre, e- 
1 ven in a Whiſper. 
17 Wich theſe Talents, join'd to a moſt accu- 
rate Knowledge of the various Paſſions, and the 
| proper Peculiarities by which they expreſs 
themſelves, he could perſonate Majeſty with- 
| out Grimace, and Rage without Ranting ; 
' and when any Paſſage in the. Part he acted 
if requir'd the Extent of his Voice, he never 
| deliver'd any thing harſh or diſagteeable. 
| 
| 


| 
a 
( 
q 
P 
F 
* 


| BE It was in many Inſtances he prov'd theſe 
excellent Qualities, - but particularly in the 
| following, vix. 3 
| In the Part of Pyrrbus in the Diftreſid 
[ "Fx Mother ; where his Entrance — his Walking, 
i and mounting to the Throne — his Sitting 
down—his Manner of giving his Anſwer to the 
| Ambaſſador — his riſing from the Throne — 


on- 
d be 
„ e- 


ccu- 
d the 
preſs 
with- 
ting; 
acted 
never 


e. 
theſe 
n the 


ſtreſi d 
king, 
Sitting 
to the 
One — 


| his 


| * 
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his deſcending, and leaving the Stage— tho! 
Circumſtances of a Mry common nature in 
Theatrical Performances, yet were execu- 
ted by him with a Grandeur not to be de- 
ſcrib'd. | | | £23 

In the Part of Hotſpur, in the Play of 
Henry the Fourth, he preſerv'd the Fire of 


that Character, without thoſe Diſtortions of 


Countenance we' ſo frequently ſee in other 
Actors on the like Occaſions, '* ' 

In the Part of Orhello, and particularly 
in the following remarkable menacing Speech : 


Villain, be ſure thou prove my Love a Whore, 
Be ſure of it ! Give methe ocular Proof ! © 
Or by the Worth of mine eternal Soul, | 
Thou hadſi been better have been born a Dog, 


A Dog, Jago! than anſwer my wa d Wrath. 


He not only diſcover'd the Firmneſs of his 
Voice, but his great Skill in managing it; 
ſo that in the higheſt Expreſſions of Fury 
and Diſtraction it never became untuneful ; 
and he cou'd immediately ſpeak in the or- 
dinary way, without its appearing ſtrain'd. 
I might here take notice of another Advan- 
tage he poſſeſs d (very neceſſary in a Player) 
and that was an exquiſite Ear, ſo as ne- 
"_ to ſpeak out of Tune, or a proper 
': 12 
in ſhore, all Deſcription that Words can 
give of this great Man, ſerve only to put 
thoſe 


2 | k 
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Language. 


I am inferm'd, he ones acted Falſta 


38 the Life an Chinattty of 


in mind of him whs have ſeen and heard 


Him, rather than give juſt Ideas of him to 
thoſe whe have — had that Entertaln- 
ment. It is not enough to ſay, he was Grace 
ful, acted Juſtly; and ſpoke with the great: 
eft Harmony and Proprietyz for theſe Qua- 
lities were peeuliatly his own: Bur his man- 
ner of exelting all the hoble and tender Paſ⸗ 
fions gave ſuch complete Delight as cannot 
be reach d by Imagination, nor deſorib 4 by 


As fot Mr. Bootl's Parts 1n Comedy, tho 


his particular Excellencies were not ſo fully 
diſplay'd in them, yet rivt one has been arcs 


tempted after him but to the greateſt Diſad- 


vantage. Thoſe who deny'd him Talents 
for Genteel Comedy, were ſuch as plac'd the 
. of Sir Harry Wildair, Sir Charles 
Eaſy, Dorimant, &c. for the Standard of 
Gentiliey, © For Parts of that Caſt, he was 
indeed unfit, both in Air and Temper. But 
then, 1 believe M10 ons will ſay he did net 

appear the fine Gentleman in the Character of 


Bevil, in the Conſcious Lovers. 


As for Parts of Humour, his playing Pineh- 
wife im the Ct 
Plain-Dealer, are rematkible Inſtances; and, 
before 
che late Queen Anne; te hie Delight of the 
whole Audience. 

Cicero obſerves, chete ate ſo many Qualifi- 
cations feqaifife co make an ec mplilkd 

5 Actor, 


Wife, and Munley in the 


1— 
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Actor, that he thought it almoſt impoſſible 
to meet with them in one Man; yer, ſays he, 
I: had the Happineſs of ſeeing this Prodigy, 


and (without the Gift of Pr ophegy) may ven- 
ture do boaſt of a Pleaſure, which che next 
Age muſt deſpair of. 


In order to do Juſtice to this Character, 1 
made Application to a Gentleman, whaſe 


lang Aequaintance with Mr. Reath, whoſe 


Knowledge of the Stage, and Kindneſs to 
me, preyail'd on him to favour me with the 


following Letter on this Subject. 
T Mr. VICTOR. 


SIR 8 
Fe I WILL comply with yout Defire, in ag 
A brief a manner as I am able, and ſend 
© you my Sentiments concerning what W Gs 
* chiefly remarkable in Mr. Booth, as àn 
% Accor. | 67:3 £937 

„Two Advantages diſtinguith'd him in 
the ſtrongeſt Light, from the reſt of his 
* Fraternity; He had Learning to under- 
* ſtand perfectly whatever it was his Part 
to ſpeak; and Judgment to know how far 
it agreed or diſagreed with his Character. 
© Heneg aroſe 4 peculiar Grace, which wWas 


*: viſible 


o 0 


Rgfeiys ! —— We who have ſeen Mr. Booth,” 
have enjoy'd a like Happineſs with Cicero, 


oy 
* 
# ; wn 
* 0 
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ct viſible to — Spectator ; tho' few were 
« at the pains of examining into the Cauſe 


« of their Pleaſure. He cou'd ſoften and 
e {lide over, with a kind of elegant Negli- 


« gence,” the Improprieties in a Part he aQ- 
« ed; while, on the contrary, he wou'd 
e dwell with Energy upon the Beauties; as 
« if he exerted a. latent Spirit which had 
te been kept back for ſuch an Occaſion, that 


« he might alarm, awaken, and tranſport, in 


. «©. thoſe Places only, where the Dignity of 


e his own good Senſe cquld be ſupported by 
te that of his Auth. ou 
A little Reflexion upon this remarkable 
« Quality, will help us to account for that 
e manifeſt Languor which has ſometimes 
«© been obſgrv'd in his Action, and which 
„ was generally, tho” I think falſly, im- 
„ puted to the natural Indolence of his 
« Temper. 3 > Ry 
:* For the fame Reaſon, tho in the cu- 


. «< ſtomary Rounds of his Bufineſs he would 


«* condeſcend to ſome Parts in Comedy, he 
t ſeldom appear'd in any of them with much 
te Advantage to his Character. The Paſſions 
« which he found in Comedy were not ſtrong 


 « enough to excite his Fire; and what ſeem'd 
Want of Qualification, was only Abſence 


ce of Impreflion.  _ 

fe had a Talent at diſcovering the Paſ- 
<« fions, where they lay hid in ſome cele- 
e brated Parts, by the injudicious- * 
"ICE « © 


- 
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* of other Actors; when he had diſcover'd, 
* he ſoon grew able to expreſs them: and 
« his Secret for attaining this great Leſſon of 
* the Theatre, was an Adaption of his Look 
e to his Voice; by which artful Imitation 
« of Nature, the Variations in the Sound of 


his Words gave Propriety to every Change 


« jn his Counrenance. 
« Mr. Booth's 


So that it was 
peculiar Felicity to be Heard 


and Seen, the ſame, whether as the Pleas'd, 


« the Griev'd, the Pitying, the Reproachful, 
« or the Angry. One would almoſt be 
« tempted to borrow the Aid of a very bold 
Figure, and to expreſs this Excellence the 
more ſignificantly, beg Permiſſion to af- 
« firm, That the Blind might have ſeen him 
“ jn his Voice, and the Deaf have heard him 
« in his Viſage. | 

« His Geſture, or, as it is commonly call'd, 
« his Action, was but the Reſult and neceſ- 
« ſary Conſequence of this Dominion o- 
ec ver his Voice and Countenance: For 
* having, by cohcurrence of two ſuch 
* Cauſes, impreſs d his Imagination with 
the Stamp and Spirit of a Paſſion, his 
„ Nerves obey'd the Impulſe by a kind 
* of Natural Dependency, and relax'd or 
© brac'd ſucceſſively into all chat fine Ex- 
4 5 with which he painted what 


e ſpoke, without Reſtraint or Affecta- 
* tion. 
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| , 


cc can ſcarce forbear to be fuller on ſo 


C inviting a Sukje@; bur 1 conſider 'the 


Size of the Treatiſe you are about to pub- 


liſh, and ſhall add nothing but the good 


« Wiſhes, with which I am, 


STR, ve ” 
* Your moſt obedient | 

July 8, 1733. tumble Servant, 
A. HIL I. 


I ſhall now only beg leave to trouble the 
Reader with a Word or two more concern- 
ing Mr. Booth as an Author: He was a Man 
of ſtrong, clear, and lively Imaginations; his 
Converſation was engaging and inſtructive. 


That he had the Advantage of a finiſh'd Edu- 


cation, to improve and illuſtrate the bounti- 


ful Gifts of Nature, will appear by the fol- 


lowing Inſcription, which he wrote under 
the Picture of Mr. Smith a celebrated Actor, 
in the Reign of King Charles II. and has 
been greatly admired for the claſſical Stile 
and Sentiment. 


- 


Scenicus eximius, regnante Carolo Secunds, 
Bettertono Coetaneus & Amicus, nec non prope- 
modum aqualis. Haud ignobili ſtirpe oriun- 
dus, nec Literarum rudis bumaniorum; ren 
Scentcam per multss felicater Annos adminiftr a- 


vit; juſtoque moderamine & morum ſuavitate, 


OMmniin 


. 


LI. 


e the 
1cern- 
Man 
83; his 
active, 
| Edu- 
ounti- 
he fol- 
under 
Actor, 
nd has 
1] Stile 


Fecundo, 
1 prope- 
? OF LUN- 
m; rem 
nintflr a- 
ravitate, 
ommiun 


BARTON Bork, Eſq; 


' omnium intra Theatrum Obſervantiam, extra 


Theatrum Laudem, ubique Benevolentiam & 


Amorem, ſibi conciliavit. 5 


— 
His Genius for Poetry is evident by the 
Mollowing Pieces, thro' all which there flows 
the greateſt Harmdy in the Numbers, and 


Accuracy in the Stile; but that Modeſty 
which obſtructed his Progreſs in the Poetical 
way, prevented the Publication, of any thing 
he wrote, in his Lifetime: Tho' I think three 
of the Songs appear'd about the Time they 
were written ; but as they were not printed 
from his Copies, they are full of Error:. 
The Ode on Dancing was wrote in the 
Year 1718, and left incorrect: But if the 
Reader will conſider the Author, at the 
Time he wrote it, in the Character of the 


real Lover, perhaps ſome Allowances may be 
made for the Flights of Fancy. 
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